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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant argues: 

Feature claimed in claim 52 is "displaying the information... " 

The Examiner respectfully disagrees. The independent claim listed is an apparatus claim 
(as are the related claims, not method claims). The receiving apparatus is comprising a 
display circuit for displaying ..." which is covered by the prior art. See Office Action 
12/01/07. 

Akamatsu does not show information associated with program already recorded on 
medium. 

The Examiner respectfully disagrees. Akamatsu does cover the claim limit as written, the 
claim does not specify "a program already recorded". See Akamatsu, fig. 30 for display 
of associated information. 

Hashimoto does not show alarm as claimed. 

The Examiner respectfully disagrees. Hashimoto does show an alarm (or error) 
message (see Hashimoto, col. 3, 11. 1-15). The Hashimoto reference serves a purpose for 
the given rejection (as stated in the Office Action)), it seems as if Applicant is arguing 
references individually. In response to applicant's arguments against the references 
individually (or repeatedly attacks each reference individually), one cannot show 
nonobviousness by attacking references individually where the rejections are based on 
combinations of references. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d413, 208 USPQ 871 (CCPA 
1981); In re Merck & Co., 800 F.2d 1091, 231 USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 1986). 
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The applicant's arguments have been fully considered, but are not persuasive. 
The claims as put forth 3/28/08 are similar to those claims put forth 8/10/07 and stand 
rejected. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 52, 58-67 and 72 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious over 
Akamatsu et al. (US 7224886) and Sparks et al. (US 2002/0018638 Al) in view of Ohara 
et al. (US 6292618 Bl) in further view of Hashimoto et al. (US 5990940). 

As to claim 52, Akamatsu discloses a receiving apparatus of a digital broadcasting 

for 

receiving a digital broadcasting signal constructed by a transport stream in which video 
data and audio data have been compressed and multiplexed, comprising (see Akamatsu, 
fig. 1, the IRD represents a receiving app for a digital broadcast): 

a decoder for decoding said received digital broadcasting signal (see Akamatsu, fig. 1, the 
IRD is a decoder of the signal); 

a digital interface for receiving a transport stream from an external reproducing apparatus 
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(fig. 1, recording device) having both analog and digital recording and reproducing 
modes (see Akamatsu, fig. 4, the communication interface is a digital interface with an 
external reproducing apparatus with D/A record and play modes (see p. 21, 11. 20-25 and 
fig. 4 shows both a reproducing and recording section on the related device); and 
a CPU programmed (see Akamatsu fig. 1, processing unit in IRD) 
for retrieving information associated with a program recorded on a recording medium 
loaded in said reproducing apparatus from a memory in said reproducing apparatus (see 
Akamatsu, fig. 47C, reservation data mgt section for memory, Akamatsu does cover the 
claim limit as written, the claim does not specify "a program already recorded". See 
Akamatsu, fig. 30 for display of associated information.); and 

Akamatsu is unclear on the digital broadcast signal is displayed; however, Sparks, 
who discloses OSD insertion, does teach this (see Sparks [0008] a dig. Signal source is 
coupled to display regardless of recorder's status). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the system of Akamatsu with the apparatus of 
Sparks in order to allow for display of digital signals during digital record mode without 
adding extra complexity to the apparatus. 

Sparks teaches a display processing circuit for displaying (see Sparks, fig. 2, 
processing within 200); 

The combined teaching is unclear on the displaying of an alarm or message if the 
user selects an input/output that is inconsistent with the mode of the recorder/reproducer 
(and therefore could not be decoded). 
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However, it is submitted that it would have been clearly obvious (as evidenced by 
Hashimoto col. 1 1, 11. 17-35 and fig. 14a) to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the combined teaching with the displaying of an alarm if 
an input or output that is inconsistent with the replay mode so as to notify the user of a 
problem that may arise in program recording or reproduction. 

As to claim 58, Akamatsu discloses a receiving apparatus of a digital broadcasting for 
receiving a digital broadcasting signal constructed by a transport stream in which video 
data and audio data have been compressed and multiplexed, comprising (see Akamatsu, 
fig. 1, the IRD represents a receiving app for a digital broadcast): 

a decoder for decoding said received digital broadcasting signal (see Akamatsu, fig. 1, the 
IRD is a decoder of the signal); 

a digital interface for receiving a transport stream from an external reproducing apparatus 
(fig. 1, recording device) having both analog and digital recording and reproducing 
modes (see Akamatsu, fig. 4, the communication interface is a digital interface with an 
external reproducing apparatus with D/A record and play modes (see p. 21, 11. 20-25 and 
fig. 4 shows both a reproducing and recording section on the related device); and 

Akamatsu is unclear on the digital broadcast signal is displayed; however, Sparks, 
who discloses OSD insertion, does teach this (see Sparks [0008] a dig. Signal source is 
coupled to display regardless of recorder's status). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the system of Akamatsu with the apparatus of 
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Sparks in order to allow for display of digital signals during digital record mode without 
adding extra complexity to the apparatus. 

Sparks teaches a display processing circuit for displaying (see Sparks, fig. 2, 
processing within 200); 

The combined is unclear on the displaying of an alarm or message if the user 
selects an input/output that is inconsistent with the mode of the recorder/reproducer (and 
therefore could not be decoded). 

However, it is submitted that it would have been clearly obvious (as evidenced by 
Hashimoto col. 1 1, 11. 17-35 and fig. 14a) to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the combined teaching with the displaying of an alarm if 
an input or output that is inconsistent with the replay mode so as to notify the user of a 
problem that may arise in program recording or reproduction. 

As to claim 59, Akamatsu and Ohara and Sparks and Hashimoto (as combined in claim 
58) disclose an apparatus according to claim 58, wherein said information associated with 
said program includes at least one of a channel number of the program, a program name, 
a genre, a date of the recording, and a recording time (see Akamatsu, fig. 30). 

As to claim 60, Akamatsu and Ohara and Sparks and Hashimoto (as combined in claim 
58) disclose an apparatus according to claim 58, wherein said information associated with 
said program includes recording position information of the program on the recording 
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medium (see Akamatsu, fig. 30). 

As to claim 63, Akamatsu discloses a receiving apparatus of a digital broadcasting 

for 

receiving a digital broadcasting signal constructed by a transport stream in which video 
data and audio data have been compressed and multiplexed, comprising (see Akamatsu, 
fig. 1, the IRD represents a receiving app for a digital broadcast): 

a decoder for decoding said received digital broadcasting signal (see Akamatsu, fig. 1, the 
IRD is a decoder of the signal); 

a digital interface for receiving a transport stream from an external reproducing apparatus 
(fig. 1, recording device) having both analog and digital recording and reproducing 
modes (see Akamatsu, fig. 4, the communication interface is a digital interface with an 
external reproducing apparatus with D/A record and play modes (see p. 21, 11. 20-25 and 
fig. 4 shows both a reproducing and recording section on the related device); and 

Akamatsu is unclear on the digital broadcast signal is displayed; however, Sparks, 
who discloses OSD insertion, does teach this (see Sparks [0008] a dig. Signal source is 
coupled to display regardless of recorder's status). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the system of Akamatsu with the apparatus of 
Sparks in order to allow for display of digital signals during digital record mode without 
adding extra complexity to the apparatus. 
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Sparks teaches a display processing circuit for displaying (see Sparks, fig. 2, 
processing within 200); 

The combined teaching is unclear on the displaying of an alarm or message if the 
user selects an input/output that is inconsistent with the mode of the recorder/reproducer 
(and therefore could not be decoded). 

However, it is submitted that it would have been clearly obvious (as evidenced by 
Hashimoto col. 1 1, 11. 17-35 and fig. 14a) to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the combined teaching with the displaying of an alarm if 
an input or output that is inconsistent with the replay mode so as to notify the user of a 
problem that may arise in program recording or reproduction. 

As to claims 64 and 65, they are analyzed similar to claims 59 and 60, 
respectively. 

As to claim 72, Akamatsu discloses a method of recording program associated 
information in a receiving apparatus of a digital broadcasting, comprising (see 
Akamatsu, fig. 1): 

receiving a digital broadcasting signal constructed by a transport stream in which video 
data and audio data have been compressed and multiplexed, comprising (see Akamatsu, 
fig. 1, the IRD represents a receiving app for a digital broadcast): 

a decoder for decoding said received digital broadcasting signal (see Akamatsu, fig. 1, the 
IRD is a decoder of the signal); 

a digital interface for receiving a transport stream from an external reproducing apparatus 
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(fig. 1, recording device) having both analog and digital recording and reproducing 
modes (see Akamatsu, fig. 4, the communication interface is a digital interface with an 
external reproducing apparatus with D/A record and play modes (see p. 21, 11. 20-25 and 
fig. 4 shows both a reproducing and recording section on the related device); and 
a CPU programmed (see Akamatsu fig. 1, processing unit in IRD) for retrieving 
information associated with a program recorded on a recording medium loaded in said 
reproducing apparatus from a memory in said reproducing apparatus (see Akamatsu, fig. 
47C, reservation data mgt section for memory); and 

Akamatsu is unclear on the digital broadcast signal is displayed; however, Sparks, 
who discloses OSD insertion, does teach this (see Sparks [0008] a dig. Signal source is 
coupled to display regardless of recorder's status). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to combine the system of Akamatsu with the apparatus of 
Sparks in order to allow for display of digital signals during digital record mode without 
adding extra complexity to the apparatus. 

Sparks teaches a display processing circuit for displaying (see Sparks, fig. 2, 
processing within 200, the information displayed is certainly associated with the program 
recorded (and shown in a predetermined format-display)); 

The combined teaching is unclear on the displaying of an alarm or message if the 
user selects an input/output that is inconsistent with the mode of the recorder/reproducer 
(and therefore could not be decoded). 
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However, it is submitted that it would have been clearly obvious (as evidenced by 
Hashimoto col. 1 1, 11. 17-35 and fig. 14a) to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the combined teaching with the displaying of an alarm if 
an input or output that is inconsistent with the replay mode so as to notify the user of a 
problem that may arise in program recording or reproduction. 



4. Claims 61and 66, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious over Akamatsu et 
al. (US 7224886) and Sparks et al. (US 2002/0018638 Al) in view of Ohara et al. (US 
6292618 Bl) in view of Hashimoto et al. (US 5990940) in further view Yuen et al. (US 6 
147 715). 



As to claim 61, Akamatsu and Ohara and Sparks and Hashimoto (as combined) disclose 
an apparatus according to claim 58, 

The combination is unclear on wherein said information associated with said program is 
overlapped to a reproduction signal from said reproducing apparatus and displayed, 
however, Yuen, who discloses an apparatus for indexing guide information for 
recordation and replay, teaches information associated with a program that is 
"overlapped" or overlaid to a reproduction signal so as to provide the user with 
information in a convenient fashion (see Yuen, col. 1, 11. 59-64). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the system of the combination with that of Yuen so as to 
provide the user with information in a convenient fashion (see Yuen, col. 1, 1. 50-col. 2, 1. 
4). 



As to claim 66, it is analyzed similar to claim 61 . 
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5. Claims 62 and 67, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious over Akamatsu 
et al. (US 7224886) and Sparks et al. (US 2002/0018638 Al) in view of Ohara et al. (US 
6292618 Bl) in view of Hashimoto et al. (US 5990940) in view Yuen et al. (US 6 147 
715) in further view of Suga et al (US 2004/0208482 Al). 



As to claim 62, Akamatsu and Ohara and Sparks and Hashimoto (as combined) disclose 
an apparatus according to claim 58, 

The combination is unclear on wherein said information associated with said program is 
overlapped to a reproduction signal from said reproducing apparatus and displayed, 
however, Yuen, who discloses an apparatus for indexing guide information for 
recordation and replay, teaches information associated with a program that is 
"overlapped" or overlaid to a reproduction signal so as to provide the user with 
information in a convenient fashion (see Yuen, col. 1, 11. 59-64). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the system of the combination with that of Yuen so as to 
provide the user with information in a convenient fashion (see Yuen, col. 1, 1. 50-col. 2, 1. 
4). 

The combination with Yuen is unclear on displaying information of the mode of the 
recorded program, however, Suga, who discloses an apparatus for indexing guide 
information for recordation and replay, does teach displaying information of the mode of 
the recorded program (see Suga, fig. 5 and 29-30). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the system of the Yuen combination with Suga in order 
to display record mode information for a user (see Suga, [174-179]). 

As to claim 67, it is analyzed similar to claim 62. 

Conclusion 

6. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is 
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE -MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the 
advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Inquiries 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paul J. Graham whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1705. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00a-5:00p EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivek Srivastava can be reached on 571-272-7304. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Pjg 

11/3/2008 
/Vivek Srivastava/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2426 



